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 An Update on the First Peoples Initiative 
 

Ryan shared in our last newsletter that he began leading 
a new global missions initiative called the “First Peo-
ples Initiative.” This involves developing a ministry to 
all approximately 7.2 million First Peoples in North 
America. The need is great, and we are encouraged 
about the progress being made. We have two members 
on our executive leadership team who are helping 
move this initiative forward. We held our first prayer 
meeting for this global initiative recently as well. There 
are a bunch of ministry connections that are being 
made as God begins to unfold his plans for this new 
global initiative. We will highlight just two. First, we 
met with leaders of Send International. This missions 
organization works in northern Canada and Alaska and 
has a focus on Indigenous people groups in these areas. 
During our meeting, we discussed ways in which we 
could collaborate with each other. Ryan also met with 
the Director of Transform Minnesota and there was 
some discussion about churches in Minnesota reaching 
out to Native people in the state during this conversa-
tion.  

 

 

Engaging in Ministry on the Rosebud Indian 
Reservation this past May 

 
This past May, Ryan travelled to the Rosebud Indian 
Reservation in South Dakota to teach/speak for four 
nights. The title of his series was called, “A Leader After 
God’s Own Heart” based on the life of King David. Ryan 
had previously shared this series on the Pine Ridge Res-
ervation in South Dakota, and he followed up by sharing 
an expanded version of this series at Rosebud. Ryan 
shared 10 leadership principles from King David’s life in 
this seminar from the book of 1 Chronicles.  
 
Ryan was able to connect with some new believers with-
in this reservation, to engage in ministry with Native peo-
ple while there, and to help develop leaders who are serv-
ing people on Rosebud. This training took place at a min-
istry center near where a large number of homeless tribal 
members hang out. One evening, Ryan and a local be-
liever drove a homeless man to a home about 15 miles 
away and this man shared part of his story with Ryan.  
He opened up that he has been estranged from his chil-
dren and Ryan was able to spend some time praying for 
this man. The Lord was at work through this ministry. 

 A Ministry Trip to the Yakima Indian 
Reservation coming up in July 

 
From July 23-July 30, we, along with our oldest son 
Joshua, will be on the Yakima Indian Reservation in 
the state of Washington. Ryan was asked by a mis-
sionary on this reservation if he would come and 
speak. Ryan will be speaking during the Sunday 
morning as well as to their youth group on Tuesday 
evening. The ministry that Ryan will be speaking at 
is a significant ministry among the Yakima as the 
leader of it has gained the trust of the Yakima peo-
ple so much that tribal leaders have asked him to 
train tribal members to manage and lead a new busi-
ness venture that the Yakima nation recently ac-
quired. This pastor will soon promote the associate 
pastor to lead the congregation, so that he can focus 
on planting churches among the various reserva-
tions in the Northwest part of the United States. 
Please keep us in prayer, and Ryan in particular, as 
he prepares to preach and shares God’s word with 
the Yakima people later in July and continues to 
build relationships with leaders and churches in the 
Northwest part of the U.S.  



Please Pray for… 
• Our holistic health as a family. Pray for us as a couple and 

for our children to continually grow in being healthy and 
godly people. Our children continue to do well. Joshua 
will soon begin PSEO classes at Oak Hills Christian Col-
lege. 

• Pray for our ministry support base to increase as we con-
tinue to raise prayer and financial support for our ministry.  
Being the leader for the First Peoples Initiative, Ryan’s 
ministry time is increasing so is his travel. We need to 
raise more support. Please prayer about giving toward our 
support, including our travel budget.  

• Pray for Indigenous people in North America to be saved 
and for the Lord to raise up godly leaders who serve the 
people.   

• Pray for good time management and good quality time/
intimacy with the Lord and quality time with our family. 

Ryan & Kristen O’Leary  
2710 Country Lane NE 
Bemidji, MN 56601 
R: 218-556-6014   

Support Address: 
Converge 
PO Box 772802 
Detroit, MI 48277-2802 

How to give: 
Checks can be sent to the address to the right 
with 185195 in the memo line, or you can give 
online at:   
www.convergeworldwide.org/give/185195 
 

 Leading Others in Prayer 
 

One of the initial activities Ryan is working 
on as part of the First Peoples Initiative is to 
establish a prayer movement. We are pleased 
to share that a prayer coordinator is now in 
place, and Ryan led the first prayer gathering 
for the First Peoples Initiative. The focus of 
this initial prayer meeting involved praying 
through the Lord’s prayer in relationship to 
Native people and the First Peoples Initiative. 
Ryan heard that it was a rich time of prayer. 
We will have regular prayer meetings moving 
forward, and our new prayer coordinator will 
soon lead these meetings.  

Preaching God’s word at the St. Croix 
Indian Reservation in Wisconsin 

 
In the month of May, we travelled to the St. 
Croix Indian Reservation to connect with 
people and believers on this reservation. 
We attended a Saturday evening recovery 
event at a local church and heard some 
great testimonies. Ryan was also asked by 
the pastor to speak at this church on Sunday 
morning. He shared a message from Ro-
mans 1:1-7 titled, “Living Fruitfully for the 
Glory of God.” In this message, Ryan 
shared about the importance of being a 
servant of God, what our message should 
be, as well as the value of knowing our 
identity in Christ. This passage ends by 
stating how we are loved by God, belong to 
Jesus as believers, and are called to be His 
holy people or saints.  

Attending Transformational Leadership Training 
and the Reach Global Missions Conference in 

June 
 

We, both Ryan and Kristen, attended transformational 
leadership training in Denver as part of our leadership 
role with Converge International Ministries. Right after 
this training was over, Ryan stayed to attend the Reach 
missions conference in Denver. Ryan led a seminar/
break out session at this conference and shared about the 
First Peoples Initiative. It was well attended and a num-
ber of people had questions for Ryan after he was done 
with his presentation. Leaders for the First Peoples Initi-
ative also made some great contacts with leaders inter-
ested in engaging in Native ministry at this conference. 


