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This past summer, Ryan attended and led a workshop at 
the United in Christ conference. This conference, held 
in our hometown of Bemidji at Oak Hills Christian Col-
lege, brings Native American ministry leaders and those 
interested in Native ministry together for the purposes 
of creating unity, equipping people for ministry, and to 
encourage Christian leaders/workers in Native ministry. 
It was a special time in a number of ways. Ryan met 
some Native leaders and Christian workers who he had 
never met before, and he interacted with some leaders 
who are just learning more about Native people and 
ministry. These leaders have a growing burden for Na-
tive people and sense the Lord leading them to get in-
volved in ministry to Native people. Ryan had an oppor-
tunity to lead a workshop at the conference. The title of 
this workshop is called, “From Trauma to Triumph.”  
This workshop involves sharing about some of the trau-
ma tribal people have experienced, how there is victory 
in Jesus, and it also informs people about the global 
missions potential Native people have.  Proclaiming God’s truth in Churches on Sun-

day morning in response to the recent finding 
of Deceased Children in Canada 

 
The Lord continues to open a variety of opportunities to 
share His word in various churches, including as a part 
of the United in Christ Conference. This conference 
went from Thursday evening to Saturday morning. 
However, as part of the conference, various Native min-
istry leaders from various parts of the country were 
placed in pulpits in different churches around the Be-
midji area the next day, on Sunday morning. As one of 
those Native ministry leaders, Ryan preached at Calvary 
Church in Walker, MN. This church is within the 
boundaries of the Leech Lake Indian Reservation. In 
both their early and later Sunday morning services, 
Ryan shared a message called, “Livingly Compassion-

ately in a Hurting World.” In this message, Ryan shared 
about how various media sources have been sharing 
about finding the bodies of deceased/murdered Indige-
nous children outside of Indian Residential Schools in 
Canada. Ryan also shared about his own Grandmother’s 
story of being placed in a boarding school in Hayward, 
WI and how she was traumatized  while attending this 
school.  Ryan closed the message by raising various 
questions that people today might have about showing 
compassion and gave answers based on the story of the 
Good Samaritan.  

 

 

 

Indian Residential School Atrocity 
 

The picture below is a memorial in Canada to remember 
and mourn over recently finding the bodies of hundreds of 
deceased/murdered Indigenous children in Canada who 
attended Indian Residential Schools in this country. May 
we never forget and even more that that, may we follow 
the Micah 6:8 mandate, which includes acting justly in 
response to this atrocity that not only occurred in Canada 
but in the United States as well.  

Equipping Others to Engage in Native 
Ministry 

 

This summer, Ryan (with Kristen’s help) equipped 
missions teams coming to the Leech Lake Reserva-
tion to engage in missions works in this reservation. 
We conducted about an hour long training session 
each Monday evening for seven weeks for teams 
made up of about 50 people each. The missions par-
ticipants, in their evaluations at the end of each week, 
commented about how much they enjoyed and 
learned about Native people and ministry to this peo-
ple group as a result of the training.   



Please Pray for… 
• For God to strengthen us spiritually as a family and for 

Him to give us wisdom, particularly for Ryan, as he is 
working on developing some new ministry that creates 
significant leadership responsibility for him. We will share 
more about this as this work unfolds.  

• Pray for our ministry support base to increase as we con-
tinue to raise prayer and financial support for our ministry. 

• Pray for Indigenous people in North America to be saved 
(justified, sanctified, and glorified).  

• Pray for good time management, including quality time 
with the Lord, as we often feel and are very busy in the 
midst of every day life.  

• Pray for times of spiritual refreshing and an increase in joy 
throughout the seasons of our lives.  

 

 Sharing at a campus Chapel Service at 
Oak Hills as part of Native American 

Heritage month 
.  
Coming up this month, November, Ryan will be 
speaking at an Oak Hills Christian College campus 
service for Native American Heritage month. The 
college chaplain has asked Ryan to share a mes-
sage along the lines of, “What’s in your hand” 
based on the life of Moses. In other words, how has 
God equipped Ryan (Kristen) for the work in 
which we are presently engaged?  Ryan will share 
the ways in which He has seen God equipping him 
and Kristen for our current life and leadership re-
sponsibilities. He will also encourage and chal-
lenge those listening to believe that God is faithful 
to equip those He calls.  

In October, Ryan had an opportunity to attend and be one of 
the speakers for a National Native American pastors confer-
ence near Jackson, Mississippi. The focus of this conference 
was the Lord’s Prayer. Ryan shared the section that refers to 
“lead us not into temptation but deliver us from the evil one.”  
Ryan shared how we as believers are already victorious and 
the importance of reflecting our victorious identity as we each 
face temptation and tests in life. Ryan concluded the message 
talking about how God has been speaking to his heart during 
his devotional time about the importance of justice in re-
sponse to what happened in boarding schools, and how board-
ing school was one form of evil. Ryan shared various verses 
from the Bible that communicate how God is just and how He 
calls people to act and show justice as well. He encouraged 
those attending to prayerfully reflect on what part each of 
them could play to show justice in response to the injustices 
that occurred during boarding schools.   
 

An Invitation to share at the Annual 
Minnesota Prayer Breakfast 

 
A leader from the Minnesota Prayer Breakfast 
asked Ryan to share at this year’s virtual breakfast.  
Ryan shared a little bit about his own tribal affilia-
tion and what he is currently doing in work and 
ministry. Along with personally sharing about 
himself, he asked for people in the state to pray for 
God to bring healing to the 11 Indian  
Reservations in the state and to also increase Na-
tive people’s hope due to high rate of suicide pre-
sent in tribal communities.  

 


