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Ryan’s upcoming sermon series in our home 
church/city titled, ‘Repairing the Racial Divide”  
 
The pastor of our home church here in Bemidji recently in-
formed Ryan that various people in the church have been ask-
ing him if Ryan could preach a sermon or sermon series on ra-
cial reconciliation.  As a result, our pastor asked Ryan if he 
would be willing to do this and Ryan agreed. In the midst of 
what is going on in our country, the church must take a role and 
even lead in repairing the racial divide that is present both in-
side and outside of the church.  Starting Sunday August 23rd, 
Ryan will deliver  four messages over four Sundays. Here are 
the titles: 
 
1. Message one- “God’s Character and Repairing the Racial 

Divide.”  This message is based on Acts 10 as Paul, a Jew, 
brough the gospel to the Gentiles. This passage refers to 
God as being impartial.  

2. Message two- “God’s Image and Repairing the Racial Di-
vide.”  This message focuses on how each of us are made 
in God’s image and how this should impact the way we re-
late to each other. 

3. Message three- “God’s Purposes and Repairing the Racial 
Divide.”   This messages focuses on Galatians 3 and how 
the church is one in Christ Jesus and what true reconcilia-
tion looks like from a Biblical perspective. 

4. Message four- “God’s Future and Repairing the Racial Di-
vide.”   This message focuses on the future rapture of the 
church and what heaven is like.  Both the rapture and heav-

en are multicultural realities and these realities should 
affect the way we live in today’s 

      multicultural world.  

               Quechua Initiative update 
 

We shared in our last newsletter that Converge 
leaders asked us to serve as Quechua Initiative 
leaders and that we were praying about this oppor-
tunity.  The Quechua are an Indigenous People 
group in South America and live primarily in the 
countries of Peru, Ecuador, and Bolivia.  We want-
ed to let our ministry partners know that we official-
ly accepted this invitation this past month.  Ryan in 
particular has been inundated with information 
since we accepted this new role. As initiative lead-
ers, we will develop a ministry plan for this people 
group, be involved in recruiting missionaries who 
will serve in South America among the Quechua 
people, lead short term missions trips to South 
America, lead Converge missionaries serving 
Quechua people, and engage in other work to see 
this people group be reached for Jesus more and 
help this people group grow in Him.  WE ALSO 
WANT TO BE CLEAR THAT WE WILL NOT BE 
LEAVING OUR MINISTRY TO INDIGENOUS 
PEOPLE GROUPS HERE IN THE U.S. AND CAN-
ADA AND THAT WE WILL CONTINUE LIVING IN 
NORTHERN MN. We are excited about how the 
Lord is going to use this ministry to advance His 
kingdom among this people group.  

 

                                                            Native Pastors Gathering 2020 
 

We are also looking forward to another exciting ministry opportunity on the near horizon.  Ryan has been 
asked to serve as one of the main speakers for the Native Pastors Gathering conference in Mississippi.  Ap-
proximately 25 influential Native pastors from around North America will be coming to this conference and 
possibly their spouses as well.  The theme of the conference is on feeding God’s sheep through Preaching. 
Ryan is feeling led to share from the life of the Apostle Paul and his holistic life approach to proclaiming God’s 
word. We ask that you be in prayer for Ryan as his prepares to share at this key Native leadership conference. 



 

Please Pray for… 
• The four messages Ryan is preparing to share beginning 

in August about repairing the racial divide.  Please pray for 
God’s guidance and the work of the Holy Spirit through 
Ryan’s preaching of God’s word on this very important top-
ic of racial reconciliation.  

• Pray for Ryan as hie shares at this key leadership confer-
nece made up of Native pastors from around North Ameri-
ca. Pray that God’s purpose and will would be carried out 
through Ryan’s message.  

• Pray for the Indigenous people we are and will be minister-
ing to, including the Quechua people in South America 

• Pray for us as a couple and for our children as well and 
that we would continually grow in godliness and that the 
Lord would provide financially with our growing ministry 
opportunities.  

       The impact of COVID-19 on our ministry 
 
 
We’ve had some ministry cancellations during the first 
half of 2020 due to COVID-19.  Ministry in general has 
definitely changed due to the pandemic.  Ryan was 
scheduled to provide some training for a group of 
churches in northern MN who want to learn more about 
reaching out to Native people around them. This confer-
ence was cancelled. Ryan was also scheduled to pro-
vide seven weeks of training for missions groups coming 
up to the Leech Lake Reservation this summer as well.  
Unfortunately, these teams cancelled as well in light of 
COVID-19. The good news is that the extra time has 
been good in that it has allowed Ryan to work on a 
Christian Native ministry book called, “Trauma and Tri-
umph.”  He has been able to write about 50 pages in the 
last several months.  This book chronicles the trauma 
that Indigenous people have experienced and how peo-
ple can find victory through Jesus. The book also dis-
cusses the global missions potential of Indigenous peo-
ple in the U.S. 
 

 

Nett Lake Baptist below –
The church on Ryan’s home 
reservation. Ryan spoke at 
this church this past spring.  


