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WATER
Community Details
With water flowing around their community, it seemed the 15 families who lived in Colonia 8 de Febrero had everything they needed.
Unfortunately, the running water brought water-related illnesses with it. Malaria-carrying mosquitoes were attracted to the water,
and as a result, many residents frequently suffered from malaria. Respiratory infections were also common because of bacteria that
was in the water droplets. Affected residents languished at home. Children were unable to attend school; adults were incapable of
working when they suffered from the sicknesses. Without a safe water source, the residents felt hopeless, unable to see an end to the
circle of sickness and suffering. The community leaders were aware of Living Water International and the work they had done in
other communities. Desperate for help, they wrote a letter, called, and visited the Living Water field office in Honduras to request
assistance. The field team visited the community and spoke with the residents. They assured the leaders that they would come with
the necessary equipment to drill a well at the local school, Jardin Caridad Viuda de Ponce. The residents were deeply touched to learn
that the water project’s costs had been covered by a generous gift from LivingWATERS Baptist Church.
When the field team entered Colonia 8 de Febrero, they were accompanied by a short-term trip (STT) team from LivingWATERS
Baptist Church. The community and team determined the best place to drill the new well would be at Jardin Caridad Viuda de Ponce,
the local school. The location provided convenient water access for the school and the families of the community. The team began
drilling, but they hit a lot of gravel which slowed down the drilling process and risked collapse of the borehole. Despite this setback,
the team was able to successfully reach an aquifer after drilling 30.3 meters. They then set to work, casing the borehole, installing a
screen and gravel pack, and capping the well with an Afridev hand pump. To protect the well site, the team poured a concrete
platform which included a runoff area to prevent water from pooling and malaria-carrying mosquitoes from being drawn to the well
site. The team worked with the community to create a water committee. Four women were selected to be on the water committee and
assume responsibility for the well site and hand pump. The residents were eager to use the new well and illustrate their commitment
to its to properly care.
While some team members worked at the well site, others spent most their time inside Jardin Caridad Viuda de Ponce, teaching
hygiene and sanitation lessons to the students and parents. The team covered topics including diseases and germs, proper
handwashing, good and bad hygiene habits, and proper care for the pump. The lessons included hands-on activities, and the team
shared Bible stories with the participants as well. Everyone who attended enjoyed the sessions and appreciated the time spent to help
train and equip the community with the skills and knowledge to make changes in their hygiene and sanitation practices.
The establishment of a safe water source provided for the physical needs of the residents, but the field team also wanted to address the
spiritual needs of the community. They partnered with the local pastor to encourage and equip believers. In addition to the Bible
stories they shared during the hygiene sessions, the field team and community gathered to hear God’s Word and praise the Lord for
the completed well.
LivingWATERS Baptist Church, thank you for providing for the thirsty of Honduras. Through your actions, you have impacted the
lives of the residents of Colonia 8 de Febrero—both physically and spiritually—today, tomorrow, and for eternity.

Project Details
Product
Location of water point

New
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Type of Institution Served
GPS Coordinates
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School
Latitude: 15 28.389 N

Longitude: 086 33.796 W
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School

Grade Levels
Total number of Students

Primary
Boys: 18

Latrine: Pupil Ratio

Girls: 26
4:44

Construction
Altitude

153 m

Total depth drilled

30.30 m

Static level

11.51 m

Total depth of casing

30.30 m

External Diameter of casing

100 mm

Casing material
Screen

PVC
Start: 27.27 m

Stop: 30.30 m

Pump Type

Afridev

Depth of cylinder

21.21 m

Gravel Pack

Yes

Gravel Pack Depth

12.12 m

Well yield

120 Liters/minute

Sanitary seal depth from surface

18.18 m

Shock Chlorination

Yes

Well Platform
Platform is concrete with reinforcing steel

Yes

Dimension of Platform (H*W*L)

0.254*1.8*3 m

Drainage Channel or soak pit installed

Yes

Water Quality Results
Water Purity Test

LWI Test Kit
Total Dissolved Solids
(as per T.D.S meter):

Bacteria Test

2 • Living Water International

247

pH:

7

Total Hardness:

0 Ppm

Nitrate/Nitrites:

0 Ppm

Coliform Bacteria NOT detected (Colorless or Light Yellow color)
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FOR LIFE
Hygiene Promotion
To empower residents with the knowledge necessary to maximize the use of their new safe water source, the field team conducted
classes for the residents. Fifty people attended these sessions that were held at Jardin Caridad Viuda de Ponce. The team explained
about the unseen dangers of germs and diseases. Participants learned that proper handwashing at key times throughout the day was
crucial to preventing the transmission of germs and diseases. To encourage regular handwashing, the team showed the residents how
to build and use a “tippy tap,” simple handwashing devices that are easily made with local materials. Through the lesson “Clean Hands
Clean Hearts,” the residents learned that just as clean hands are important for physical health, a clean heart is possible through a
relationship with Jesus. Using comparison and contrast lessons, the team helped participants learn to recognize positive hygiene
behaviors to emulate and negative behaviors to eradicate. Some of the lessons also focused on how to care for and use the new hand
pump properly, as well as how to collect and store water to keep it free from contaminants. Both children and adults enjoyed the
lessons and the hands-on activities that the team provided with the sessions.

Community Member Interview
Maria Fernandez, a 57-year-old teacher at Jardin Caridad Viuda de Ponce, spoke with a member of the Living Water field team regarding
the new well. She stated, “During the summer time, the children lacked water to meet the daily needs such as hygiene and consumption.
Today, thanks to God, the project is a reality, and we will not suffer from a lack of water. Our children will have better health now that
they will have access to clean water. Thank you for such a noble work.”

IN JESUS’ NAME
Christian Witness
In Colonia 8 de Febrero, the Living Water field team worked with Pastor Rufino Duenas of Iglesia Paz y Gozo and encouraged him to
continue evangelizing and training the residents in his community. The team also shared Bible stories with 22 women and 44 children as
they worked on the water project and in the hygiene and sanitation lessons. They shared the stories of “The Woman at the Well,”
“Fish for Breakfast,” and “The Prodigal Son.” The team also used “The Wordless Book” to explain how a person could accept Jesus as
their Savior and the changes that would occur after salvation. Many residents shared prayer requests with team members throughout
the week, and the team was able to lift up the needs of their Honduran brothers and sisters in prayer. At the well dedication
ceremony, many residents attended and listened as the pastor read the Scripture. The team also had the opportunity to share, and the
community joined with the team members in thanking God for allowing them to successfully complete the well project. The water
project in this community truly opened the door for many spiritual conversation with the residents. Thank you, LivingWATERS
Baptist Church, for ministering to the spiritual and physical needs of this community.
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PHOTOS

This river used to be the primary source of water for the residents of Colonia 8 de Febrero.

Thank you, LivingWATERS Baptist Church, for providing a safe water well for this community.
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Students were eager to pump water from the
new well.

These four women were selected to be on the water committee.
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The field team and STT team worked diligently to complete this water project for the residents of
Colonia 8 de Februero.

The completed well was capped with an Afridev hand pump, and the team poured a concrete platform
around it.
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Maria Fernandez (right), a 57-year-old
teacher at Jardin Caridad Viuda de Ponce,
stated, “Today, thanks to God, the project
is a reality, and we will not suffer from a
lack of water.”

Children enjoyed the lessons and the hands-on crafts.
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The STT team from LivingWATERS Baptist Church truly served as the hands and feet of Jesus,
selflessly serving the residents of this community.

Hygiene and sanitation lessons were provided for the students and parents.
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Jardin Caridad Viuda de Ponce served 44 students from the community.

The residents were eager to learn ways to improve their personal and community hygiene and sanitation practices.
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The children listened attentively to the Bible stories.

The team narrated stories so that all of the listeners, regardless of age or educational background, could
understand the Bible stories.
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The children played outside between lessons.
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